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for my benefit at a warlike crowd of soldiers who with no
object whatsoever fired their rifles into the air. " Had I
the power I would have the whole lot shot/3
" And the guard ? " asked I. " The guard have gone
mad, too/3 he said.
The Emperor was in a very sombre frame of mind.
Believing that it was one of the most favourable moments
to attack the enemy, before he had assembled large forces
or fortified his position, he thought that we had some
chances of a small victory which might stem the course of
demoralisation.
" Is it impossible to collect one or two thousand soldiers
ready for the attack ? " he asked.
The Emperor was sitting at the back of a huge cave,
called for some reason the Faras-Biet or Stable, behind a
large curtain which was fixed by its two ends in front of his
chair and separated him from the rest of the cave where
his servants and courtiers were trooped together. Behind
him I could see animals, the mules of the Emperor, his
suite, and the great chiefs. Beyond them there was an
improvised kitchen where our lunch was being prepared.
All in the same vast cave.
The ill-humour of the sovereign was apparent. Since
his chiefs would not move, he had to remain inactive too.
Outside, the undisciplined soldiers kept up their infernal
din and the bombs dropped by the aeroplanes burst. Far
off a fusillade showed that the Amhara and the Azebu
were still at it.
The Emperor felt oppressed by his own impotence.
After lunch I asked him what he intended to do.
" I do not know," he answered. " My chiefs will do
nothing. My brain no longer works."
After long talks and deliberations without end it
was decided to withdraw as far as possible from the
enemy and the planes that were pursuing us, and to
reorganise.
Nobody defined the meaning of this word, but it was said
that the hungry and weary soldiers of Ras Kassa must
be sent back home, with those of other chiefs who had spent
a long time at the front, that a new recruitment must be
made, the provisionment of soldiers regularised and their
methods of warfare entirely changed.

